
   
 

 
Trash Reduction Suggestions – Final Report 

For Noyes Slough and Surrounding Areas 
 

Scope of Report 
Litter is more than just a blight on our landscape. Litter is costly to clean up, impacts our quality 
of life and economic development, and eventually ends up in our waterways and oceans. In the 
past several decades, numerous studies concerning the management of solid waste have been 
conducted in the United States on both federal and state levels. These studies have presented 
data and conclusions on the different management methodologies undertaken by state and local 
governments and the resultant economic impacts of solid waste management to the state and 
local economy.  
 
Through our ACWA Green Streets and Noyes Slough grant, TVWA was able to partner with the 
City of Fairbanks during their Annual Stream Clean Up along the Noyes Slough for 2016 and 2017. 
During the 12th Annual Stream Cleanup Day on June 11, 2016 – 50 plus volunteers collected over 
1100 pounds of trash and debris from the Noyes Slough and Chena River. On June 10, 2017 – 20 
plus volunteers collected over 360 pounds of trash during the 13th Annual Stream Cleanup Day. 
We floated the slough with canoes, walked along the sides and under the overpasses. Paying 
special attention to the stream banks and habitat areas. 



2016 – 2017 Compare and Contrast 

 

TVWA sorted and completed an inventory of the trash for both the 2016 and 2017 events. We 
partnered with Green Star – to recycle whatever we could. DOT, the City of Fairbanks and the 
Borough volunteered several hours to help the cleanup efforts and hauled the remaining trash 
to the borough dump. We categorized and assessed the trash and debris that was collected in 
order to create the following suggestions to the City of Fairbanks, DOT and DEC on what can be 
implemented to help reduce the amount of trash around the Noyes Slough / Chena River area, 
so as to comply with the TMDL for that area. Please contact TVWA for the full report. 
 

Compiled List 

             2016        2017 

   



2016 – 2017 Metals 

 

 

It was TVWA’s observation that most of the alcohol and beverage litter was located under and 

around bridges. These areas could be targeted with signs or permanent & locking trash bins. It’s 

our suggestion that local agencies like Interior Alaska Green Star or the Rescue Mission place 

recycling incentives there.  

 

 

 



2016 – 2017 Plastics 

 
 
Plastics are especially 
problematic because they 
take so long to decompose. 
TVWA believes that having 
locking bins at gathering 
points would be helpful. As 
well as educational signage 
directly targeted to the 
dangers of plastic vs 
wildlife. As well as 
educational campaigns to 
businesses around the river 
and slough that provide 
plastic bags. Perhaps 
talking to them about using 
bags that compose faster or 
by providing incentives to 
customers to bring their 
bags back vs using cloth 
bags.  
  



2016 – 2017 Glass 

 

 

 

Glass – although not as prevalent as the plastic and metal beverage containers – seemed to 
accumulate around recreational areas such as paths and bridges. TVWA believes that educational 
signage as well as recycling incentives or locked trash containers around these areas will benefit 
the most.  

 
 

2016 – 2017 Wood 
 
 
 
  



2016 – 2017 Clothing 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 – 2017 Transportation 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TVWA was curious about the difference in numbers between the 2 years and so contacted the 
City of Fairbanks Police and found out that there were 70 bikes stolen in 2016 and 52 in 2017. 
We are not sure if this contributed to the amount but think there may be a correlation.  
 



2016 – 2017 Food Containers  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of the food items are from fast food places in the area. TVWA believes that an educational 
outreach campaign to the restaurants in the surrounding area would help reduce the amount of 
plastics and styrophoam. Also – locking trash bins behind restaurants would help with the trash 
that is picked through by birds and other wildlife. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 – 2017 Miscellaneous Items 

 
 

TVWA noted that there were several cement bricks and bike parts in 2016 which could account 
for the change in weight between the two years. Also of note was that there were hundreds of 
foam pieces in the Noyes Slough during the 2017 clean up. We believe this might have happened 
during the sewer line breakage that happened earlier in the year.  
 
NOTE: Contact TVWA if interested in seeing the 2016 or 2017 Trash Assessment for a full 
breakdown of the items collected.  



Ways to Reduce Trash:  
Targeted Educational Campaign 
The below bullet points are examples that would be 
included in the targeted educational campaign. The 
main sources of trash that we have seen in our trash 
assessment are from 1. People that gather underneath 
overpass/bridge areas 2. Residents that live directly on 
the Noyes Slough and trash that leaves their back yard 3. 
Business dumpsters are overflowing and snow removal 
is being stored along the slough (trash and chemicals 
included). See example of signage and brochure at end 
of this list.  
 
Every Individual 

 Set an example for others, especially family, co-workers, friends, and children by using 
trash and/or recycling receptacles and not littering. 

 Always have available a litter bag in your car. 
 If you are a smoker, carry and use a portable or pocket ashtray. 

Motorists 
 Carry and use a car litterbag.  When these are full, empty them into a trash and/or 

recycling receptacle. Secure trash in truck beds using bags or tarps. 
 Use a car ashtray or portable ashtray to dispose of cigarette butts and lighting material. 
 Do not throw any litter out of vehicle windows. 

Smokers 
 Before you light up, identify where you will dispose of your cigarette waste when you 

finish smoking. Use trash and ash receptacles, including pocket ashtrays. 
 Carry a pocket ashtray all the time or have a portable ashtray with you as you leave your 

home, office, or car. 
Pet Owners 

 Pick up after your dog as you walk through your neighborhood.  Use newspaper delivery 
bags, "scoopers", or other easy-to-use methods to clean up after your pet. 

 Be aware that the City Code makes it a fineable offense to leave pet waste in a public 
right-of-way, on another person’s property, or tossing it in a local waterway. 

 Take responsibility for your pet and his/her actions. 
Community Residents 

 Make sure your trash cans have lids that can be securely fastened. 
 Secure all bags and use twine to secure loose trash for curbside trash collection. 

Government Leaders 
 Provide litter bags for all government-owned vehicles.  And provide tarps to any 

government vehicles that may transport items that could become litter. 
 Identify "transition points" at all government-owned buildings; place ash and trash 

receptacles at these points and commit to proper maintenance of the receptacles. 
 Leading by example will encourage building owners and business managers to place ash 

receptacles at points outdoors where their employees and/or customers smoke. Consider 
adopting building standards to encourage adequate disposal containers. 

 Distribute portable or pocket ashtrays and litter bags. 
 Educate citizens about individual responsibility for proper waste disposal. 



Business Owners 
 Provide ash and trash receptacles at entrances, exits, loading docks, picnic areas as well 

as in parking lots and along walkways of your business.  Remember, these should be 
placed at “transition points” or where people generally gather. 

 Assure easy access to dumpsters by employees and contractors. Check dumpsters daily 
to see that top and side doors are closed. This prevents scavengers from spreading trash 
on the ground. 

 Cover all open loads on trucks leaving your business. Encourage vendors and contractors 
to do the same. 

 Educate your employees about the importance of individual responsibility for a clean and 
safe working environment. 

Community Leaders 
 Use educational campaigns like Keep America Beautiful to initiate education programs 

throughout the community that address sustainable community improvement. 
 Support community-based programs that encompass water-quality monitoring and 

stream restoration, such as adopt a stream programs.  
 Provide support to government leaders in their efforts to place and maintain receptacles 

at government buildings. 
 Provide support to businesses that practice litter prevention. 

Event Organizers 
 Make your festival, fair, or any outdoor community events "waste-wise” or “litter free" 

from the initial planning stages of the event. 
 Give out litter bags and portable or pocket ashtrays at the entrances of your event and 

make sure everyone knows that your event is a "waste-wise” or “litter free" event. 
 Place large trash and recycling receptacles near food venues and eating areas. Remember, 

a large event with a large number of attendees need large, well-marked receptacles. 
 If you place event volunteers nearby to help attendees find the receptacles as they need 

them, you will reduce clean up while educating people about recycling and proper waste 
disposal. 

Targeted Education Signage Campaign 
Create signage or flyers. Post signage in high traffic areas. Send flyers out to business and 
homeowners around the Noyes Slough area.  
 
Signage Example        Brochure Example 

 

 

 

 

 



Ways to Reduce Trash: Examples of Innovative Solutions 

 
Trash Bins: (innovative or locking trash bins) 
The TetraBIN uses custom-built electronics and LED panels to 
reimagine an everyday garbage can and to help promote sustainable 
behaviors and playful experiences throughout a city. A pair of 
prototype installations initially debuted at Vivid Sydney 2014, the 
largest lighting festival in Australia. The pattern of these blocks varies 
based on the size and shape of the litter, as well as the timing of its 
disposal. Use of these or other types of trash bins would be beneficial 
to areas before or after bridges and other heavy pedestrian areas. 
There is a possibility of partnering this idea with signage – to have 
bins that educate with a marketing campaign that talks about fish, 
wildlife and litter impacts to them. 
 
 
Who is the best – voting for a cleaner river or slough: 
Hubbub, an environmental charity in the UK, wanted to encourage 
people to dispose of their garbage in a proper manner. It created a 
series of urban trash cans that make disposing of litter fun. In this case, 
people can vote with their cigarette butts for who they believe to be 
the greatest soccer player in the world—Lionel Messi or Cristiano 
Ronaldo. Managers can also swap out that question for others to 
encourage debate, and thus, proper garbage disposal.  
 
Special Note: This would be especially good to educate Fairbanks residents 
that cigarette butts tossed on the ground in parking lots and out the windows 
of vehicles can “float to storm drains” when it rains, and the “grayling in the 
Chena River often mistake the cigarette butts for food, leading to their 
eventual death.”  We could incorporate this near a storyboards or something 
on downtown streets near storm drains that point this out to people. 

 
 
Another example of voting: 
Public installation Wecup offers a simple and interactive solution for 
dealing with the large amounts of waste left after festivals and outdoor 
events. The idea is simple—Wecup is made up of two large clear 
containers with a statement hanging above each one. By placing your 
plastic cup in one of these containers, you are casting your vote for the 
corresponding message. The social design project was designed and 
initiated by Studio Squash, Giacomo Boffo, Allessandro Carosso, and 
Oana Clitan and first presented at Wereld van het Witte de With 
Kwartier Festival in Rotterdam. By changing the simple task of throwing 
out trash into a game, Wecup engages more people to participate and 
promotes environmentally conscious behaviors at the same time. This 
could be used after the downtown celebrations such as part of Green 
Stars campaign during the Midnight Sun Festival or Golden Days. 



Throwing trash away is FUN: 

As part of their project, a group called Collectif DC try to encourage 
passers-by to behave differently by painting recognizable orange lines 
on the sidewalks. Spielplatz Democracy is a proposal for creative 
transformation of public space. It focuses on all kinds of different sports 
that can be played on the street with a little help from the artist. This is 
the basketball version, but more sports are on the list. Creative 
Democracy is a collective conducting artistic studies and actions in 
public spaces. With a participatory approach, they can experiment with 
a city and its many possibilities.  
 

 
 
 
 
Creative Marketing: 
This creative outdoor advert was created in 2005 by SMÄLL 
advertising agency for the Barcelona City Council in Spain. It was 
installed on several area beaches to promote awareness and reduce 
littering. This might be good to use at the parks around town or the 
Chena / Tanana Lakes areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Storm Drain Stencils:  
Storm drain stencils are a crucial tool for improving 
environmental protections and increasing community 
awareness. According to the EPA, labeling storm drains, "can 
raise awareness about the connection between storm drains 
and receiving waters and can help to deter littering, excess 
fertilizer use, dumping, and other practices that contribute 
to stormwater pollution.” Storm drain stencils are used to 
mark areas on or near storm drains so as to prevent pollution 
and urban runoff. 
 

 
Audience Targeted Littering Campaign: 
Alaska centered or native art signage at overpasses to target the 
littering that occurs where people are gathering. A large amount of the 
alcohol containers are around the overpass/bridge locations.  We need 
to target those locations and activities. Perhaps trash cans and signs 
can be planted at those locations and a sponsor like Doyon or the 
Rescue Mission to empty the trash every other day.   
 



Local Partners and Residents 

Partnering with local agencies to help reduce the amount of trash on Noyes Slough is always the 
best solution. After categorizing the types of trash that has gone into the Noyes Slough – TVWA 
compiled this list of partners to (currently and continue) partner with in regards to trash 
reduction. There are over 30 businesses and over 110 residents that are along the Noyes Slough.  

Local agencies invested in trash reduction: 
 

 Green Star 

 City of Fairbanks / FSWAC  

 FNSB 

 Alaska Waste LLC 

 Fairbanks Landfill 

 TVWA 

 Fairbanks Soil and Water 

 
Businesses around the Noyes Slough: 
 

 Bentley Mall 

 North Gate Square Mall 

 River Mall 

 Regency Court Mall 

 Denali Federal Credit Union 

 REI 

 Key Bank 

 Play it again sports 

 Siam Square 

 Domino’s Pizza 

 Allstate: Dave Mongold 

 Allstate: Chris Marok 

 The Bakery 

 Taco Bell 

 Taco King 

 Pizza Hut 

 Tesoro 2 Go 

 Hydro Tech Alaska Inc 

 Carlile Storage 

 Ice Alaska 

 U-Haul & 

 U-Haul long term storage 

 Audio Advisors 

 A Desert Passage 

 Mad Vintage 

 Design Alaska 

 ADF&G Sports Shooting Range 

 Horizon Services 

 Alaska Fun Center 

 Apocalypse Design 

 Santina’s Flowers and Gifts 

 Blue Ribbon Sew and Vac 

 Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 

 The Smoke Shop 

 Chiang Mai 

 Brewsters – North Gate 

 Home Medical Equipment 

 River Mall Building 

 GVEA 

 

Alaska Native Businesses and Corporations that may be interested: 

 TCC (near the Chena) 

 FNA (near the Chena) 

 Doyon (on the Chena) 

 Morris Thompson Cultural and Visitors Center (on the Chena and Noyes) 

 



Bridges that cross Noyes Slough

 

 Minnie Street Bridge  

 Illinois Street Bridge  

 RR Tracks Bridge  

 Johansen Expy (several bridges) 

 Oconnor Rd Bridge  

 Danby St Bridge  

 Aurora Drive Bridge  

 Indiana Ave - foot bridge  

 Goldizen Ave Bridge  

 
 

Minnie Street Bridge 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illinois Street Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Johansen Expy Bridge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Danby St Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Oconnor Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aurora Drive Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Indiana Ave - foot bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Goldizen Ave Bridge 

 
 

 

Under Bridges: 

Possible money sources: 

 https://www.kab.org/home (Annual grant - Lowe's is the corporate partner) 

 ACWA DEC Grants 

 USFWS – Noyes Slough 

 City of Fairbanks 
 
This project has been funded wholly in part by the United Stated EPA under assistance agreement BG-00J84603 to 
the Department of Environmental Conservation through the Alaska Clean Water Actions (ACWA) program. 


