Bug hunt!

Directions:

Fill tub or bucket with water to place water bugs in. Remember that these bugs live in water and will die if they are left out of water for to long. Catch bugs in nets and place in tubs of water until ready to identify. Use Bug ID guide and see how many types of bugs you can find. 

Bugs can be one of  the best ways to determine a streams health. 

Nutrient Cycle: Bugs eat fungi, bacteria leaves and debris in the stream. The are a direct food supply for juvenile fish. If bug populations decline it can effect the whole ecosystem, all of the other species living in the stream. 

Diversity: A healthy stream is one that is rich in biodiversity. That means that it has many different types of species in it. The more diverse the bugs the better! The number of each type of bug can also be important if a lot of bugs suddenly die it can indicate a change in water quality. 

Bugs as indicators: Bugs can help us to determine if the water is polluted. Some bugs can live in polluted water and some can not. If we were to find only bugs that tolerate pollution in a stream it would be a good indication that the water was polluted. For example Stoneflies, are very sensitive to pollution, so their absence in a stream can signal a problem.

